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Overview: 

•	 The 2014 Municipal Election for the City of Brampton was held on Monday, October 
27, 2014, with 36.20% voter turnout. 

•	 Section 42 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (MEA) permits municipalities to 
pass a by-law to authorize the use of electronic voting and vote tabulation 
equipment. Electronic voting and vote tabulation equipment facilitates accurate, 
efficient and transparent vote tabulation and results reporting. 

•	 The City of Brampton's current electronic voting and vote tabulation equipment has 
been used in the last four municipal elections and has now reached the end of its 
life cycle. 

•	 For the 2018 Municipal Election, the City will require a new electronic voting and 
vote tabulation technology solution to aid in the administration of the election. 

•	 This report provides details of voting activity for the 2014 Municipal Election, 
including new initiatives that were undertaken. 

•	 This report also recommends that staff be directed to investigate new electronic 
voting and vote tabulation systems, including internet voting technology, for the 
2018 Municipal Election. 

Recommendations: 

1.	 That the report from Shawnica Hans, Coordinator of Elections and Special Projects, 
Corporate Services, dated June 1, 2015, to the Corporate Services Committee Meeting 
of June 24, 2015, re: Information Report - 2014 Municipal Election Statistics and 
Technology Research for 2018, be received; and 
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2.	 That staff be directed to investigate new electronic voting and vote tabulation systems, 
including internet voting. 

Background: 

2014 Municipal Election 

The last municipal election was held on Monday, October 27, 2014. In the City of Brampton, 
36.20%1 of eligible voters voted. 

As with previous elections, the number of eligible voters increased, due to the city's overall 
population growth. 

The voter turnout also increased relative to previous elections - the 2010 Municipal Election 
saw a voter turnout of 33.13%, while in the 2006 Municipal Election, 30.82% of eligible voters 
cast a ballot. 

Election Technology 

Vote Tabulation Equipment 

Section 42 of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (MEA) permits municipalities to use alternative 
forms of voting for a municipal election. The City of Brampton uses optical scan units (vote 
tabulators) and touch screen voting units for accurate and efficient vote tabulation and results 
reporting. Touch screen voting units also accommodate accessibility needs for visually 
impaired voters. 

Prior to 2003, electronic vote tabulators were used for Advance Voting. Since the 2003 
Municipal Election, vote tabulators have been used in Brampton Municipal Elections at 
Advance Voting and on Voting Day, and touch screen voting units have been used at Advance 
Voting. 

Internet Voting 

Prior to the 2014 Municipal Election, election staff conducted research on internet voting as a 
form of alternative voting. Staff presented an information report to Budget Committee in 2012, 
which provided a high-level overview and the benefits of the internet voting process. At the 
time, Council ultimately decided not to support internet voting as a form of alternative voting for 
the 2014 Municipal Election. 

Many municipalities across Ontario did implement internet voting in the 2014 Municipal 
Election, either exclusively, or as an additional form of alternative voting. 

1Voter turnout isbasedonthe number ofeligible voters prior to Voting Day. 
2 
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Current Situation: 

2014 Municipal Election 

Number of Voters 

The following provides an overview of voting activity in the 2014 Municipal Election. 

•	 Number of eligible voters prior to Voting Day: 289,906 
•	 Number of eligible voters after Voting Day: 300,708 
•	 Total number of voters: 104,950 
•	 Total number of voters at Advance Voting: 11, 231 
•	 Total number of people who voted by proxy: 22 

In 2014, staff increased the number of advance voting opportunities in order to provide greater 
accessibility to voters. These initiatives included: 

•	 Adding a second Saturday voting opportunity on October 11, 2014; 
•	 Adding two more voting locations during the week of advance voting, with longer 

opening times (Bramalea Transit Terminal and Voting Bus, in addition to City Hall); and 
•	 Home voting. 

The Voting Bus and Home Voting offerings were implemented for the first time in this election, 
and overall, received positive feedback from voters. 

The number of advance voters in the 2010 Municipal Election was 8,369. With the additional 
advance voting opportunities in 2014, we saw an increase of 2,862 voters who chose to vote 
prior to Voting Day. However, in relation to the overall number of voters, the percentage of 
advance voters increased only marginally in 2014; in 2010, the percentage of advance voters 
was 9.69%, while in 2014, it increased to 10.70%, with a difference of 1.01%. 

Revisions 

Throughout the election period, a total of 12,454 voters were added to the Voters' List. The 
majority of these voters would have included new Brampton residents and first time voters. 
Also, 1,413 voters moved address within Brampton. 

Election staff completed 12,692 revisions after Voting Day. These revisions included additions, 
voters moving address within Brampton, and other voter information updates such as changes 
to school support status, fixing typos and correcting date of birth or gender. 
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Voter Demographics 

This election saw a fairly equal representation of male and female voters: 

• Male voters: 49.79% 

• Female voters: 50.21% 

The following figure demonstrates voter demographics by age: 
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Figure 1: Voter Demographics by Age 

Election Technology 

The existing electronic voting and vote tabulation equipment has reached the end of its life 
cycle. Optical scan units (vote tabulators) and touch screen voting units were purchased in 
2003, and have been used in every municipal election since. As the units have aged 
significantly, continued maintenance and support for the technology has become challenging. 
For the 2018 Municipal Election, a new technology solution will be required. 

Since the existing technology was purchased, there have been many advances and 
enhancements to electronic voting and vote tabulation technology. Staff would like to 
investigate the current and future offerings in this area through a Request for Information (RFI) 
process, where potential vendors would be asked to provide an overview of their technology 
solutions and offerings. 

Understanding the current market offerings will enable staff to ultimately identify and 
recommend a technology solution that meets the needs of Brampton's voters. 
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Within the scope of this RFI, staff would like to investigate internet voting technology with the 
intent of implementing this offering in some form, in the 2018 Municipal Election. 

Municipalities across Ontario are increasingly using internet voting in their elections, either 
exclusively, or in combination with another form of voting, for example, traditional paper-based 
voting or telephone voting. 

Internet voting provides increased voting opportunities and greater accessibility for voters. 

Corporate Implications: 

Financial Implications: 

No implications for 2015. Future budget requests are anticipated. 

Other Implications: 

None. 

Strategic Plan: 

This report achieves the Strategic Plan priorities as shown below. 
Engaging	 The 2014 Municipal Election was conducted in a fair and transparent 

manner, which enabled Brampton citizens to engage in selecting the 
City's next Council through voting. 
New election technology will facilitate accurate and efficient vote 
tabulation and results reporting for future elections. 

Serving	 New election technology will provide Brampton citizens with greater 
accessibility to vote in selecting the City's next Council. 

Conclusion: 

Voting in Municipal Elections is one of the most important ways that citizens can engage in 
municipal governance. New electronic voting and vote tabulation equipment will enable the 
election process to be an efficient and user-friendly experience for voters, providing greater 
accessibility and opportunity to vote. 

^/"Shawnica Hans Peter Fay 
Coordinator of Elections and City Clerk 
Special Projects 
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